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and geometry proved sufficient to recall the subjects.
Lessons were then started, and went on reasonably well,
Soon afterwards, having built some connections among
the Russian immigrants, I began to receive invitations
to deliver lectures on aviation and on astronomy. The
latter science was always a subject of great interest to
me. In Russia I had several books on the subject and
also a small telescope. My knowledge, while extremely
modest, was sufficient for my listeners, and the lectures
were usually popular*
As time went on, I began to be requested to lecture
to various small organizations, mostly in the suburbs
of New York. They usually paid from three to ten
dollars, which was not an easy way to earn a living
because it took some time to prepare the lectures,
provide the lantern slides, many of which were bor-
rowed from the American Museum of Natural History,
and to carry a heavy projector one or two miles from
some remote subway station. However, it helped to
relieve the financial pressure, and while I continued to
live nearly as modestly as before, there was no longer
any need to worry about the future. The work itself
was rather interesting. The groups of Russian immi-
grants to whom I talked were mostly workmen and
peasants who had come to the United States before the
war. A great many of them were formerly radical in
their beliefs, and had accepted the Revolution of 1917
with joy and enthusiasm. For about two yem they
were still devoted heart and soul to the Bolshevik
cause. All news that came from the general pra& was
discarded as being "capitalistic falsehood/* and they
had full confidence in the propaganda from radical
sources, of which there were plenty in this